
0

Published by the Wabash Center for Teaching and Learning in Theology and Religion
301 West Wabash Ave, Crawfordsville, IN 47933

(765) 361-6047 (800) 655-7177 fax (765) 361-6051
Fully Funded by Lilly Endowment Inc. and Located at Wabash College

Protocols in the Classroom: Tools to Help
Students Read, Write, Think, and Collaborate

Allen, David; Blythe, Tina; Dichter, Alan; Lynch, Terra
Teachers College Press, 2018

Book Review

Tags: classroom protocols   |   student learning   |   student
reading

Reviewed by: David Schones
Date Reviewed: January 17, 2019

Protocols  in  the  Classroom  is  a  helpful  introductory  handbook  on  “ways  to  structure  a
discussion so that it supports the learning of all participants” (2). It considers tools that foster
students’  critical  thinking,  evaluative  and  discussion  skills,  and  offers  examples  of  each.
Admittedly, ten of the eleven examples given are set in primary and secondary education. Even
so,  each chapter  outlines  the  implementation  of  protocol  pedagogy in  different  contexts,
including higher education.

The first section provides an overview for choosing “the right protocol for your goals and the
needs of your students” (6). These first three chapters do not directly address the utilization of
protocols to enhance classroom instruction: rather, they convey the benefits and pitfalls of
employing these tools.  Consequently,  this  section is  invaluable for  those new to protocol
pedagogy. For others, it simply provides a refresher course. In both cases, the table on pages
sixteen,  seventeen,  and eighteen is  worth perusing.  The table offers a snapshot of  every
protocol in section two. The contributors must have placed the table after the first chapter to
encourage readers to better understand protocol theory, but because the figure is the quickest
way to choose a protocol, its placement is not always convenient.

The second section devotes a chapter to each of the eleven protocols. Every chapter follows the
same format: “an introduction, a detailed set of steps, and tips for using the protocol with
students” (7). These succinct descriptions of the protocols are suitable for quick reference and
class preparation – the longest chapter is only four pages. However, their brevity results in a
lack of critique of these tools. For example, the evaluative portion of the Microlab protocol only
highlights the “positive reflections on the experience” (54) and does not address where the
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protocol could be improved. Such omissions are a missed opportunity to help educators better
understand the challenges of implementing protocols in their own instruction.

The third section “provides resources for deepening and expanding your work” after “you have
gained a reasonable comfort level… using protocols” (8).  This implies that these chapters
should be avoided until readers are at ease using protocols in everyday classroom discussion.
Yet, the troubleshooting chapter offers strategies for addressing “the common challenges…
students experience as they develop facility with protocols” (114). While not tailored to each
specific protocol, this chapter offers suggestions for adapting them to the needs of students. In
this sense, these concluding chapters address many of the complications of using protocols.

Protocols in the Classroom effectively describes the preparation and implementation of eleven
different protocols in classroom instruction. As a handbook, it succeeds in quickly conveying
the important steps in employing different protocols. However, for educators well-versed in the
use of these tools, the brevity of each chapter does not offer space for the evaluation or
improvement of protocols. This makes Protocols in the Classroom a helpful introductory text,
but not an advanced handbook on the efficacy of protocol pedagogy.
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